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ABSTRACT

This study analyzes and evaluates a revolving support fund project for developing farmer
groups in Phayao Province. There are five study objectives: 1) to investigate the overall project
implementation; 2) to study participation behavior of the farmer group members; 3) to investigate
the farmer group members’ achievements according to the project objectives; 4) to study the
satisfaction of the farmer group members who participated in the project; and 5) to examine the
problems and suggestions raised by the farmer group members who participated in the revolving
support fund project for developing farmer groups in Phayao Province.

Primary data collected from 300 farmers, who participated in the revolving support fund
project for developing farmer groups in Phayao Province, was used in this study. Two-stage
sampling was used to select the sample groups. Descriptive statistics, including frequency,
percentage and Chi-square test, were used for data analysis.

According to the study of the overall project implementation, the project can provide
loan services to 58 farmer groups with a total loan amount of 26,890,000 Baht. There were 3,904
farmers participating in the project. Outcomes from the project implementation were that farmers

paid back the principal loan of 26,890,000 baht, the interest from the loan of 178,921.12 baht,



a surcharge of 3,976.44 baht, interest from a savings account of 1,660.48 baht, and a donation of
190.05 baht. The total amount paid back was 27,074,754.09 baht.

The study of participation behavior showed that 75.67% of the farmers had been a
member of the farmer groups for 6-10 years, 82% of these were also a member of other farmer
organizations. The majority of the sample groups, or 96.33%, used loan services provided by the
project because the interest rate was lower than other financial institutes. 65.33% took a loan of
5,000 baht or less and 86.67% paid interest rate of 4% per year. Most of the farmers took out the
loan for their agricultural activities and 79.67% could pay off that loan or product cost before the
due date. The study of the relationship between farmers’ general information and their behavior
was statistically significant at 0.05 showing that age and annual income were related to the
amount of loan and the objective of the loan spending. Part time jobs were related to the amount
of loan but not related to the objective of the loan spending.

According to the investigation of farmers’ achievements of the project objectives,
91.33% of the farmers were served fast and on-time, 93.67% were able to obtain services as they
wanted. 83.67% reported that the services provided were not sufficient, but 98% stated that their
standard of living were better after joining the project and that 100% of the farmers said which

they gained benefits from the project; it was a good project that should be continued.

The evaluation of satisfaction of the farmers who participated in the revolving support fund for
developing farmer groups was carried out on two issues: policy and implementation. The results
showed that most of the farmers mean = 3.95, were satisfied with the project objectives. The
second most, mean = 3.94, were satisfied with the budget amount of 300 million baht. For the
farmers’ satisfaction on the project implementation of the committee, most of the farmers, mean =
3.90, were satisfied with the committee’s operation, which was fully active, and the second most,
mean = 3.86, were satisfied with the polite manner of the committee, the provision of correct

information, and the provision of fair and equal service.



