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ABSTRACT

The study of Representation of Eco-culture tourism and social changes of the
community : A case study of Ban Mae Kampong, Tambon Huay Kaew, Amphoe Mae
On, Changwat Chiang Mai had 3 objectives (1) study the general of Mae Kampong
community in term of society, way of life, culture, community economic, and process
of the village’s culture of eco tourism management. (2) Study the image
representative creation process of eco tourism of Mae Kampong’s culture, the process
of commondification also includes the collection and the commondization. (3) Study
the change occurred after the management on eco tourism which effects to society,
culture, way of life, economic, and natural resources management and environment.

This study is a qualitative research, the interview is a tool using with the key
persons to whom it directly involve and indirectly involve which are formal and
informal interviewing. The observe took place by involving and not involving, also
communicated with the local people in Mae Kampong about the changes via their
visual.

The study found that Mae Kampong village is a 100 year old village and
people in the village mostly are relative. They grow Meang (tea) it is a local people
profession and growing coffee, a sideline. The past physical economic was
subsistence economy since there was a road coming into the village subsistence
economy has began more changing to trade economy. There were beside careers such
as selling, general works for hire. In the past community was like suburb which
exchanged their belongings to each other, help and dependable to one another. Since
the community economic has changed the subject of helping and sharing decreased
but other cultures still stay the same from then and now, there is a little changes. The
tradition still keep it like before but there are some changing in detail of utensils used
in the tradition which to comply to now a day utensils.

The management of the village eco tourism has created by Khun Prommin
Pwongmala, the former village leader. He had visited to other tourism villages and
that time the economic crisis had happened and also the unstable in the community.
So that he brain storms the people to figure out the suitable solution for the village.
The village has been well supported in many ways from the government until it



leaded to the home stay tourism and run as a cooperative which is one of activities of
Baan Mae Kampong water powerhouse.

The creation of tourism representative image in Mae Kampong Village started from
the cooperation between the visitors by telling to each other, person to person also the
government supports in many ways such as One Tambon One product and also mass
communication support.

Commondification in Mae Kampong village has the differences, original and
local knowledge turn into tourism products throughout activities and variety of
products which related to the village. In turning those things into tourism products is
to change the culture to becoming economic capital. This bringing up the privilege of
its own village, many departments of the government comes to visit and make a tour
of inspection. This has link up a social network of Mae Kampong village with other
villages.

The change consequences of Mea Kampong village are not coming from a
small tourism arrangement but the most changing occurs during the coming of a road
in the village. The most obvious change is the change of economic, it found that
people who involve directly to the tourism have gained their income. Social of
tourism has pushed up less human being relationship, but still have culture of time
and space. It has separated spaces into pieces also has created new meaning to each
space which identify the specific activity for those spaces. Natural resources
management and environment has issued tourism regulations and improve other
regulations of the village to make it suitable with the tourism taking place in the
village.



