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Abstract

This qualitative study of “The communication process analysis in women
fashion magazines” has two folds: 1) to investigate the communication process and
sign consumption of Thai female consumers in Thai version of foreign women
fashion magazines; 2) to investigate the logic of consumption existing in Thai version
of foreign women fashion magazines.

This study is devided into two sections. The first section examines 48 issues of
Elle Thailand between January 2005 and December 2008 by using content analysis. In
the second section, the researcher did focus group interviews of 15 the magazine’s
reader who live in Bangkok. There interviewees between 20-24 years old, earn middle
to high incomes and have been the regular readers for at least 2 years.

The semiology and the logic of consumption were applied to the data analysis
which revealed that the consumption of fashions from the magazines was a social
phenomenon that sign played a significant role in constructing meaning and values for
the readers. The modernity and glamour were presented through graphics and
narration. The construction of meaning was related to the consumption of western
culture. The study also found that the logic in consuming the foreign women
magazines was mainly the logic of sign values which communicated: 1) beauty and
modernity; 2) the way of life; 3) the opening up for up-coming culture; and 4) keeping
up with social change. Furthermore, the functional logic of usage values was found that
the readers used magazine as the source of information for themselves and for
socializing with friends and relatives.



