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Abstract

Household medicines are very necessary whenever one gets sick.
If people know well how and when to use them properly, over-use and
misuse of drugs will not ocecur. Nowadéys there are many problems
from drug-use behavior of villagers. It is important for health

officials to solve and control such problems. 1In order to solve the



problems, the drug-use behavior of the villagers should be studied.
The purpose of this study was to survey the Inowledge, attitude and
practice concerning household medicines of the villagers and study the
relation-ship among them. All 114 respondents were the villagers who
were heads of families br representat.ives in Thambon Khunkhong, Hang
Dong District, Chiang Mai Province. They were 15-60 years old.

Samples comprised of 10% of all houscholds and were drawn using
simple random technique. Data were collected by interviewing via
structured interviewed form which included personal information
knowledge, attitude and housechold mediciné—use behavior iﬁcluding
color pictures of household medicine.‘

Data were analysed and presented as frequency, percentage,
average value and staﬁdard deviation. The hypothesis was also tested
by the simple linear regression and F test.

The results are as follows :

1. The majority of respondents (74.6%) had little Inowledge
about. household medicines with average marks of 9.6 from 19 marks.

2. The majority of respondents (50.9%) had medium level of
attitude toward household medicines with average marks of 25.6 from 33
marks.

3. The majority of respondents (78.1%) seldom used household
medicines with average marks of 7.4 from 16 marks.

7 5 Their knowledge about  household nedicines was

significantly positive related to drug-use at p < 6.001 (r = .877T®)



5. Attitude toward household medicinces did not relate to
houseﬁoldruse behavior at P < .05 (P = ,0848)

6. Knowledge about household medicines did not. relate to attitﬁde
toward household medicines at P < .05 (P = .1361)

Besides, the results of research by open ended interviewed form
are as follows:

i. Respondents lnew household medicines. But they could only
remémber the initial words of names, indications and characteristics
of drugs and ment.ioned them instead of the correct, namés.

2. BSome respondents lmew the correct names of household
medicines of the Governmental Pharmaceutical Organization, because
names are the same as their indication and characteristics. Names of
drugs from private enterprises were also ment ioned corrpctly because
of the advert.izing.

3. Other kinds of drugs were used for minor symtoms more
frequently than household mediéines.

4. Improper use and over-use of household medicines and other
drugs were found.

5. Some respondents did not use household medicines because
they experienced better efficacy from other drugs. They learned
ineffectiveness of household medicines from neighbours. They were not,
acquainted with drug name, they were not advised these drugs, there
were no convenient places to buy them and household medicines tasted

unpleasant,.



