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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this correlation descriptive study were to examine the knowledge of
avian influenza, its preventive behavior and the correlation between the knowledge and
preventive behavior of avian influenza. Data were gathered among workers in voluntary and
certified chicken farm who were older than 15 years, worked more than one month. All chicken
farms were located in Chiang Mai province, Thailand. Ninety-two subjects were purposively
selected. Research instrument include a questionnaire that consisted of 3 parts: demographic data,
knowledge about avian influenza, and preventive behavior of avian influenza. Knowledge and
preventive behavior were divided into 3 levels: good level, medium level, and low level. Three
experts reviewed research instrument. Content validity index was 0.8. Knowledge and preventive
behavior of avian influenza was tested by Kuder-Richardson 20 and Cronbach’s alpha coefficient.
Reliabilities were found to be 0.8 and 0.7, respectively. Data were analyzed using descriptive

statistics and Spearman’s Rank correlation coefficient.



Results of the study showed:

1. Overall knowledge about avian influenza was at a good level. In term of the
cause, reservoir and mode of transmission were also at a good level while symptoms of avian
influenza in human and animal at a medium level. Preventive and disease control of avian
influenza at a good level.

2. Overall preventive behavior of avian influenza was at a good level. Preventive
behavior for self and community were also at good levels.

3. The correlation between the knowledge and preventive behavior of avian
influenza was statistically significant at a low level (r, = 0.20, p< 0.05).

Results of this study can be used as baseline information for government and non-
government organizations for providing preventive knowledge and disease control of avian
influenza, as well as training on prevention of the virus. These can help offer chicken farm

workers gain knowledge about prevention and control of avian influenza disease.



