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ABSTRACT

Community participation has great importance in developing a childcare
center. This descriptive research aimed at studying community participation in
operating a childcare center in Rong Kwang district, Phrae province and to compare
the differences of community participation in operating a childcare center between the
sample group who took care of the childcare center and passed the criteria at the good
and very good levels, and the sample group who took care of the childcare center and
passed the criteria at the basic level and not pass level. The 90 subjects, selected by
purposive sampling, consisted of 41 persons who took care of the childcare center and
passed the criteria at good and very good levels, and 49 persons who took care of the
childcare center and passed the criteria at the basic level and not pass level. Data were
collected through interviews. Descriptive analysis and t-test were used to analyze the
data.

The findings found that the sample group who took care of the childcare
center and passed the criteria at the good and very good levels had more participation
in operating the childcare center for the total activities (X = 4.14 SD = 0.507). The

sample group who took care of the childcare center and passed the criteria at basic



level and not pass level moderately participated in operating the childcare center for
the total activities (X = 3.13 SD = 0.608).

Considering each activity, it was found that the sample group who took care of
the childcare center and passed the criteria at the good and very good levels had more
participation in operating the childcare center in the following total activities: health
promotion (X = 4.23 SD = 0.691), child development promotion (X = 4.07 SD =
0.642), clean and safe food service (X= 4.18 SD = 0.540), clean and safe
environment (X = 4.10 SD = 0.642) and personnel (X =4.13 SD = 0.637). However,
the sample group who took care of the childcare center and passed the criteria at the
basic level and not pass level moderately participated in operating childcare center of
the following total activities : health promotion (X = 3.30 SD = 0.874), child
development promotion (X = 3.10 SD = 0.721), clean and safe food service (X = 3.20
SD = 0.739), clean and safe environment (X = 3.09 SD = 0.648) and personnel (X =
3.00 SD =0.762).

In comparing the participation in operating the childcare center of two sample
groups it was revealed that the sample group who took care of the childcare center
and passed the criteria at the good and very good levels participated more than the
sample group who took care of the childcare center and passed the criteria at the basic
level and not pass level with the significance of p < .001. When comparing each
activity of participation in five activities : health promotion, child development
promotion, clean and safe food service, clean and safe environment and personnel of
the two sample groups, the sample group who took care of the childcare center and
passed the criteria at the good and very good levels participated more than the sample
group who took care of the childcare center and passed the criteria at the basic level
and not pass level with the significance of p <.001.

The results of this study indicated that the community participation could lead

to a childcare center developing.



