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Abstract

Chiang Mai is a culturally significant city and has a 700-year history. It has been
promoted and becomes an essential tourism place in northern Thailand. Currently, economic-
growth and urbanization threatens the city of Chiang Mai through changes in land use and
landscape. A lot of high buildings e.g. hotels, condominiums and apartments, shopping malls,
housing groups can be seen in the inner city and surrounding area. Therefore, Chiang Mai is
facing crisis, likes as other large cities, such as traffic jam, air pollution, water pollution, visual
pollution, garbage management problem, high building problem, social problem and vandalism of
ancient arts and architectures. This study examines visual pollution from large advertise
scaffolding in the inner city — Chiang Mai Municipality (CMM). The aims of the study were (1)
to examine large advertise scaffolding management of CMM Officials following the municipal
law on controlling large advertise scaffolding construction, (2) to examine private sector’s work
involving large advertise scaffolding in CMM area, (3) to demonstrate opinions of residents and
travelers regarding large advertise scaffolding in CMM area and (4) to find a suitable guideline of

large advertise scaffolding management for large cities.



Quantitative research and qualitative research approach were chosen as an appropriate
methodology for this study. The study was conducted in CMM area during January to December
2006. Interview questions and questionnaire were used as a study tool with 520 interviewees
participated in this study — 20 CMM Officials, 5 interviewees from private sector involving large
advertise scaffolding, 113 interviewees who were a resident living near large billboards and 382
interviewees who were a traveler. The data were categorized and data validity was tested by
triangulation technique. The SPSS computer program for handling interview data was used to
analyze the responses. Then the results were explained using description technique.

This research found that CMM Officials provided information of large advertise
scaffolding Municipality Bill to people by brochure and oral explaining. Monitoring of billboard
construction was rarely organized because few officials were responsible. Traders would select
curve areas along the road for installing large advertise scaffolding and they would check and
repair if it still under contract. Some interviewees show positive opinions about billboard
structure, pictures, location and safety. Other interviewees thought that large advertise scaffolding
affected city landscape, draining water ways including light and wind effect.

To overcome the visual pollution from the large advertise scaffolding, this independent
study proposes guideline of large advertise scaffolding management. The guideline consists of (1)
encouraging people on the value of landscape and environment include channel for complain, (2)
developing work efficiency of officials, (3) controlling large advertise scaffolding design, (4)
zoning large advertise scaffolding area for protecting conservative areas and landscape, (5)
cooperate with specialist in other relate state agency, (6) set up large advertise scaffolding
monitoring and information system, (7) improving large advertise scaffolding fee rate, (8)
scaffolding owner must insure for accident and (9) encouraging to use other medias instead large
advertise scaffolding

Several sectors such as private sector, government sector, non government sector and
people should cooperate seriously to set up measures for reducing visual pollution from large
advertise scaffolding, to design scaffolding monitoring system and to encourage public to
participate in environment aspects. Therefore, Chiang Mai province, which has a culture and

attractive natural landscape, would be livable and sustainable city.



