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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this Independent Study are: to study potential of area, pattern and
activities for ecotourism in Mae Ping Nation Park, to study ecotourism management, and to study
problems, obstacles and guidelines suitable for management of ecotourism in Mae Ping National
Park for development as sustainable tourism site. The research methods included documentary
and field survey by applying research tools such as questionnaires, interviewing form and tourism
resources survey form. The data was collected from samples which were tourists, local people,
Mae Ping National Park officers, administrators of local administrative organizations, community

leaders and private entrepreneur.

The results of this study showed that within Mae Ping Nation Park area there were 11
tourism sites which had implementation in accordance with ecotourism management concepts by
which showing successful results in development of infrastructure facilities and provision for
activities in study and knowledge concerning environment. As for potential of area in order to
develop as ecotourism sites, it was found that most of them, 10 sites, had high potential with only
one site had potential at medium level. There were 16 ecotourism activities within the area by
which 10 of them were suitable ecotourism activities. They were: visiting waterfall, trekking for
nature study, students nature study camp, camping, river-boat home stay, boat ride, rowing, sky

observation, bird watching and historical study.



The major obstacles for ecotourism management in Mae Ping National Park were: lack
of supporting in setting up local guides network and promotion of ecotourism occupation,
ineffectiveness of nature interpretation system, and lack of public relations in promoting tourism
market. Therefore, the researcher has proposed appropriate guidelines in management of
ecotourism in Mae Ping National Park as sustainable tourism site. These guidelines can be
classified into ecotourism categories which are: area, activities, participation and management of

tourism service.



