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ABSTRACT

The study on “People Participation in water Resource Conservation: A Case Study in
Ban Tom Subdistrict, Mueang District, Phayao Province” aimed at: 1) investigating the
participatory levels of the public aforementioned in the conservation of water resource; 2)
investigating the aforementioned public’s acknowledgement in the conservation of water
resource; and 3) investigating problems, obstacles and needs as well as suggestions applicable for
the public’s participation in the water conservation of Ban Tom Subdistrict.

The study was conducted quantitatively. Samples numbering 260 and 8 were local
people living along the Tom River in Ban Tom Subdistrict and the local community leaders
respectively. A set of questionnaire was applicable as the tool for data gathering. The data was the
analyzed and descriptively presented together with statistical techniques of frequencies,
percentage, means and standard deviations. The correlations were tried with t-test and ANOVA.

The study showed that: 1) The samples had a part to play at fair level in conserving the
water resource in Mae Tom water basin; 2) The samples were very much acknowledged of the

water conservation in Mae Tom water basin and 3) The means differences between groups of



different careers on the conservation of the water resource were analyzed and found out that they
were different; counseling, cooperating and implementing as well as monitoring aspects among
other things were different. It was concluded that those employees who were government
officials and workers of state enterprises had a part to play in conserving the water resource
significantly more than any other groups did (P<.001). As for the means difference among sample
groups categorized by acknowledging levels of information regarding the water conservation as
far as different participatory aspects of counseling, cooperating, implementing, benefit sharing
and evaluating were concerned, it was found out that the samples were significantly
acknowledged of the information regarding the water conservation more than that of the
participatory role in the water conservation activities (P<.001). However, those samples who were
acknowledged of the information regarding the water conservation at fair level had similar level
of participation as those samples who were less acknowledged of the information. As for the
benefit sharing derived from the water conservation information, those who were more
acknowledged of the water conservation significantly had more role to play in sharing benefits
derived from the water conservation (P<.05). Respondents’ participatory means and standard
deviations of the participation as far as the aspects of counseling, cooperating, implementing,
benefit sharing and evaluating among those samples of different means in acknowledging the
participation were concerned, it was found out that they both showed insignificantly participating
means; 4) Problems, obstacles and suggestions applicable for the participation in the conservation
of water resource showed that the water conservation could not be solely handled but jointly
conducted was suggested. The public did not cooperate well when certain water conserving
activities held by the community. The public needed more handling power necessary for the water
conservation in the community. Adequate budget was also needed for the conservation of the

water source.



