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Abstract

The study entitled, “Social Impact of the Chiang Mai - Mae Hong Son Rope Way Project
on the People’s Quality of Life: A Case Study of Maeping Village, Maehee Sub-district, Pai
District, Mae Hong Son Province”, had two main objectives which were 1) to examine positive
and negative social impacts before the construction, during the construction and after
implementing the Rope Way Project; and 2) to suggest approaches to alleviate negative impact of
the Rope Way Project.

The researcher collected data from participant and non-participant observations, in-depth
interviews, focus group discussions and questionnaires concerning social impact in life style,
belief system, social relationship, economic system and resources usage.

Findings indicated that anticipating social impact included life style and belief system.
To illustrate, there would possibly be the culture reception and imitation in dressing and
undesirable behavior. Furthermore, the importance of Karen language might decrease;
community forest might be lost; cloth weaving in the village might reduce; the significance of
belief system in the village, both Buddhism and Christianity, might decline. In relation to a

positive impact, income might increase from weaving cloth; there might be a life style support



from local organizations and the learning in international language to communicate with external
people.

With regard to social relationship in the village, family members might separate from
one another and bring about different opinions. Moreover, the relationship of people in the
village might decline and people might lose opportunities to gain benefits from several activities.

Regarding economic system, the significance of agricultural occupation might decline;
there might be the shortage of agricultural labors and there might be a competitive business
between the village people and the investors. However, in view of a positive impact, there might
be labor hiring and an extra income; and young people might have a chance to work near their
hometown and to improve their knowledge and skills in the Project.

In addition, regarding to resources usage, there might be a cleaning and falling of
leftovers to the consuming water sources; there might be the water shortage for agriculture; there
might be a lost of forest resource; cattle fields might reduce; and there might be lands cornering.
However, in terms of a positive impact, there might be a group gathering of network
organizations in the village and a warning system of government organizations in preserving

local natural resources and environment.



