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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to examine the bio-social, cultural, belief, and
community value of the community in general relating to the production process adjustment into
the agricultural alternatives in line with the Sufficiency Economy Guiding Principle; 2) to
investigate the new perspective and learning process of the agriculturalists in the community who
produced the agricultural production in accordance with agricultural alternatives in line with the
Sufficiency Economy Guiding Principle and agriculturalists who were based on commercial
agriculture toward the new agricultural theory; 3) to compare cognitive understanding of
agriculturalists toward agricultural alternatives in line with the Sufficiency Economy Guiding
Principle and agriculturalists did the commercial agriculture or chemical agriculture toward the
adjusting behavior in producing with agricultural alternatives in line with the Sufficiency
Economy Guiding Principle; and 4) to study the relationship between the cognitive
understanding, self-reliance, the community strength factors and adjusting behavior in agricultural
alternatives in line with the Sufficiency Economy Guiding Principle.

Interview questionnaires were administered in quatitative research to collect data from

32 agriculturalists of the agricultural alternatives group in Ban Pa Phai and 113 agriculturalists of



the commercial agriculturalists or chemical agriculture group. Participating observation, in-depth
interviewing, and focus group were also used as the qualitative research to collect data from
senior citizens in the community, village headmen, sub-district headmen and community leaders.

The data were analyzed by performing Descriptive Statistics well as Inferential
Statistics consisted of t-test, and Pearson product moment correlation coefficient to test the
research hypothesis. The important results were as follows:

1) With regard to the adjustment process into the agricultural alternatives, the study
found that most of the agriculturalists in Ban Pa Phai Community were still based on the chemical
agriculture. However, some of them were learning to adjust to the new agricultural behavior by
using organic fertilizer and fermented fertilizer to lessen the production capital. Their learning
experiences related to theoretical and practical, knowledge from learning various sources, eg.
training courses, and experience sharing with people within and outside the community in order
to obtain new perspective appropriate for their life style and self-reliance.

2) Agriculturalists in the community whose production were based on the agricultural
alternatives conveyed their thought and the new learning process concerning the new agricultural
theory significantly differed from agriculturalists who were based on commercial agriculture
(p<.001).

3) Agriculturalists in the community whose production were based on the agricultural
alternatives had knowledge and understanding on the subject of agricultural alternatives in line
with the Sufficiency Economy Guiding Principle in the relatively high level. However,
agriculturalists who were based on commercial agriculture had significantly lower level of
knowledge and understanding on the subject of agricultural alternatives in line with the
Sufficiency Economy Guiding Principle than the alternative group (p<.001).

4) Cognitive understanding, community strength, and self-reliance factors were
positively related to the adjusting behavior of agriculturalists agricultural alternatives in line with
the Sufficiency Economy Guiding Principle (p<.01).

Research findings were discussed and also suggested that achievement motivation

should be included in the program training package on the new theory management.



