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ABSTRACT
This study aims to examine the exploitation of firewood, a firewood management style
and process and a sustainable management framework of the Ban Huay Leuk community by using
qualitative and descriptive research methodology. The study collected the data from the community
through an interview, a group discussion and an observation, and adopted descriptive statistics including

frequencies, percentages and means for the analysis.

The purpose of firewood exploitation of Ban Huay Leuk community can be divided into
two parts as follow part 1 daily household uses comprise and part 2 performances of traditional rituals
and community activities among 208.75 m’ or average per household per year 3.93 m’

1) daily household uses, 202.69 cubic meters annually, comprise three main activities:
cooking, an activity which requires the largest volume of the community’s firewood per year; keeping
warm, and useful a smoke for protecting livestock from insects

2) performances of traditional rituals and community activities, 6.06 cubic meters
annually, using either firewood form a household or from the community.

Thus, the total volume of firewood used for both purposes is 208.75 cubic meters

annually, or 3.93 cubic meters per household per year.
Firewood supply management has three parts with regard to style and a process:

1) management in accordance with traditional customs and cultures



2) management based on a community forest management framework

3) management with a communal property right approach.

The community’s inherited forest resource management applies principles and concepts
of forest resource management, community forest management, and sustainable development, integrated
and applied appropriateness for the community context.

A sustainable management consists of four frameworks, which are:

1) management based on knowledge within the community, implicit in a traditional and

cultural platform

2) management based on knowledge outside the community, acquired through devolution

of authority over management with external academic principles of Ban Huay Leuk’s forest
development project initiated by H.M. the King, by training on forest classification in accordance
with community forest management framework, and knowledge of forest conservation and
ecosystems

3) integrated management, a combination of knowledge within the community and

knowledge outside the community, through involvement of the community and the government in
sustainable management of firewood exploitation and forest resource conservation, comprising
several activities, such as classification and clear location of a firewood forest area, a construction
of a fire buffer zone around a firewood forest area, fire patrolling, reforestation for firewood, and
training and providing knowledge on firewood management, thus raising public consciousness of

forest awareness within the community.



