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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research, entitled: ‘Factors Affecting the Decision of Farmers in
Tambon San Sai, Amphur Saraphee, Chiang Mai to Plant Pesticide-free Vegetables’, is to study
the farmers’ understanding of pesticide-free vegetable cultivation, the level of importance of a
number of factors related to this practice, and the decision-making process followed by the
farmers. Data collection was carried out through documentary study, the taking of field notes,
participant and non-participant observation, the use of a questionnaire, and structured and non-
structured interviews. In addition, the researcher also talked and spent time living with the
villagers.

From the interviews, it was found that the majority of the sample group has a high level
of understanding of pesticide-free vegetable cultivation; however, they still lack an understanding
on soil acidity/alkalinity and the age of seeds used for pesticide-free vegetable cultivation.

When studying those factors that influence the decisions of farmers to plant pesticide-
free vegetables, it was found that, in terms of social and personnel aspects, the farmers rated ‘the
danger of pesticides on the health of the consumers’ as the most important factor. In terms of
physical/ecological aspects (in the community), the farmers rated ‘the danger of residual chemical
substances in the environment’ as being the most important factor. Finally, in terms of economics,

the farmers rated the ‘market demand for pesticide-free vegetables’ as the most important factor.



From a study on the decision-making process of the farmers, it was found that the most
important factors influencing their decision to plant pesticide-free vegetables can be divided into
two main categories: internal and external factors. It was found that the internal factors consist of
soil deterioration resulting from chemical-based agriculture, the spread of non-chemical
agriculture concepts through the community’s social system (which takes the form of kinship
relationships), and the promotion of such concepts by villager organizations. The external factors
consist of the major forces resulting from national development (forcing the farmers to seek new
options), the promotion of non-chemical agriculture through mass communication, and
knowledge exchange between the community and outside through seminars and conferences. In
addition, it was found that it is the interaction between internal and external factors that stimulates
and leads to successful decision-making by the farmers regarding pesticide-free vegetable
cultivation.

Furthermore, the sample group stated that the environment has improved since planting
pesticide-free vegetables, as seen from the fertility of the surrounding land and the farmers’

improved health and quality of life (both social and economic aspects).



