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ABSTRACT

The study on the process of edifying the sacred spaces and implication for environmental
management around Huay Luang Mea Ann Buddha footprints and Buddha handprints has the
objectives to create the understanding towards the process of edifying the sacred spaces and
environmental management around the area, and to analyze the factors supporting the
environmental management by the community around Huay Luang Mea Ann Buddha footprints
and Buddha handprints. Primary data were collected from observations and interviews with the
samples identified by snowball sampling technique and from small group meetings. Necessary
secondary data were also collected for the analysis to fulfill the objectives of the study. The
results were presented descriptively.

The findings showed that Mea Ann villagers edified the sacred spaces by creating the
relationship among the following matters: the community’s folk-legend; the physical
characteristics which contained holy symbols and phenomenon of the area; Buddhist beliefs. The
edifying process was facilitated by the context of the community including folk ways of life in
terms of economy, society, culture, tradition, belief; experiences of decaying environment; factors
from the outside; the roles of Buddhist leader and the community’s leaders. In other words, Mea
Ann villagers combined its cultural resources such as legends, oral history, and beliefs with its
physical resources to create explicit sacred spaces of Huay Luang Mea Ann Buddha footprints

and Buddha handprints. The sacred spaces, as a result, become respectful deserving the



maintenance, renovation, and development in the ways not destroying the environment according
to the Buddhist beliefs. This was a fundamental attitude of the community with harmonious
relationship which was the social capital for the environmental management and preservation in
the surrounding area of the sacred spaces that was a community forest. Apparently, the core
consolidating forces of community efforts were the sacred spaces, religious leader, and Mea Ann
temple. The process of creating the sacred spaces into abstract and concrete forms resulted in
various advantages including a cleaner environment, a sounder ecology, and a better economy
from the reproduction of the sacred spaces into a community’s belief-based tourist spot
incorporation the folk-legend as its attraction. The empirical investigation also suggested that the
internal process of Mea Ann community to create sacred spaces and manage natural resources and
environment of the community forest was a process beyond the authority and rights of the
government mainstream management. Such internal process potentially leads to a sustainable
balance due to the common interests and benefits between the community and the government
sector in terms of natural resources, environment, local administration and economy, as well as
Lanna Buddhism. Regarding the analysis of the factors supporting the environmental
management by the community around Huay Luang Mea Ann Buddha footprints and Buddha
handprints, it was found that the internal factors were for example the cooperation of groups in
the Mea Ann village and suitable physical conditions and infrastructure. The external factors
identified were the support from relevant authorities and publicity of information about the area
that have helped enable the reproduction of sacred spaces of Mea Ann village for spiritual and

tangible values.



