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ABSTRACT

There were three purposes in this study. 1) To study consumers’ knowledge about
pesticide-free vegetables in Tasala subdistrict, Muang district, Chiang Mai province. 2) To study
consumers’ pesticide-free vegetables consumption behaviors in Tasala subdistrict, Muang district,
Chiang Mai province. 3) To study the relationship between consumers' pesticide-free vegetables
knowledge and consumption behaviors in Tasala subdistrict, Muang district, Chiang Mai
province. The study samples were 146 village public health volunteers who were trained from
Vegetable Safety Project, Division of Public Health and Environment, Tasala municipality.
Questionnaires were used to collect data. Data were analyzed by using a computer program and
summarized by using descriptive statistics such as frequency, percentage, average, standard
deviation, and Pearson's correlation coefficient with a significance level of 0.05. The results were
as followed.

Consumption knowledge in pesticide-free vegetables of the sample group was at a
moderate level. The consumers knew that pesticide-free vegetables were vegetables with no
chemicals during the cultivating process. Leafy and fruit vegetables that were generally sold in
the marketplaces were not safe from chemical residues. They needed to be washed several times
in order to be clean from the residues. The sample group had pesticide-free vegetables
consumption knowledge at a high level. They knew that vegetables were nutritious and healthy

and pesticide-free vegetables in general marketplaces were beneficial. Native vegetables were



pesticide-free and should be regularly consumed. Podded vegetables in general marketplaces were
not pesticide-free. Consuming vegetables with chemical residues might be harmful to health.
Those vegetables must be washed and cleaned before cooking or eating. The sample group had a
low level in applying chemical fertilizer and pesticide during the cultivating process.

From hypothesis testing, knowledge levels were related to pesticide-free vegetables
consumption behaviors of sample group positively with a significance level of 0.05 and the
correlation coefficient was 0.81. This was because the sample group was trained from Vegetable
Safety Project, Division of Public Health and Environment, Tasala municipality, therefore they
gained knowledge about pesticide-free vegetables and they could take care of themselves and

their family. Learning was the factor affecting their behaviors.



