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ABSTRACT

The two main purposes of this study are to study the potential of Ban Thawat in Sakon
Nakhon on eccotourism development and to look for possibility and appropriation ways on
developing and promoting Ban Thawat to be an ecotourism site. This is a qualitative research
project, The research methodologies include indept-interviews on key informants in the village
and participatory and non-participatory observation. Data analysis is divided to be different parts,
according to tourism contexts, in order to propose appropriate ways on developing Ban Thawat
to be a standard ecotourism site in the future.

Ban Thawat is a village along the Nong Han swamp of Sakon nakhon Province. It is
a big and old village. Since the previous time, the Yoh, Kalerng (of the Thai Kaso) and Lao have
been settled down in this village. However, after being together for a long time, the dominant Yoh
culture then finally absorbed others. Mostly, Thawat villagers are farmers. The long time culture
and boat racing festival of them then become an explicit identity of the village, since the village
locates along the swamp. In addition, villagers® life is well adapted to the Nong Han swamp
environment. Therefore, Ban Thawat becomes a prominent village on tourism. Presently, tourists
often visit Ban Thawat by taking boats from elsewhere. The evidence generates some extra

incomes for local villagers. However, ecotourism in Ban Thawat has not been well managed in an



appropriate way. Hence, the main purpose of this study is to look for potential and appropriate
ways on developing and promoting this village to be an ecotourism site.

Bases on my study, Ban Thawat of Muang District in Sakon Nakhon Province is a village
that villagers still maintain their traditional ways of life. Old religious constructions are located in
the village. In addition, the ecological circumstance becomes a perfect thing for developing to be
an ecotourism site. Nonetheless, the ecological space, management and participation process
of villagers should be improved for reaching a godd tourism site.

Data analysis on ecotourism development and promotion in Ban Thawat includes
different forms of tourism, bases on the reality and potential of the site, Sustainability of social,
cultural and environmental issues had been concemed as well. Moreover, villagers’ needs,
participation, equal distribution of incomes, appropriation for present and future trend of tourism
arc the main consideration for tourism promotion in this village. My suggestions cover the issues
of natural resources and environment for tourism, education and consciousness, villagers®
participation, marketing and leading tour group promotions, infrastructures and services
development, and investment support. These issues should relate to one another, in order to
coincide with tourism circumstance in the community. Nevertheless, brainstorming from villagers
in order to set up a committee on ecotourism is an urgent requirement needed to be done.
Mandate of this committee should be to oversee general issues and coordinate with both
government and private sectors on upgrading community capacity for tourism. Importantly,
villagers have to participate in the whole process of those issues, in order for them to manage

tourism with a good quality and sustainable ecotourism.



