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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study are 1) to explore the history and changes of economic, social
and cultural aspects of the floating houses community along the Nan River in Amphoe Mueang,
Phitsanulok Province and 2) to study the idea of community participation on conservation of the
floating houses in the context of development and tourism promotion. This is a qualitative study
and the chosen area was the floating houses community along the Nan River and the community
that was resettled at Klong Kok Chang, Moo10, Tambol Aranyik, Amphoe Mueang, Phitsanulok
Province,

The results of my study cover two aspects. First, according to historical and research
documents, floating houses community have been sited along the Nan River since the period of
King Rama III until the present. That is about 160 years for now. People in the floating houses
community used natural resources, especially fishery, to support themselves. Their ways of life
had been changed according government policies. Therefore, some of them were relocated to the
new site at Klong Kok Chang Moo 10 instead. The community has shrank from six groups of
320 floating houses in 1958 to five groups of 64 floating houses by 2004. Many community

members had become employees or merchants. The floating houses community could present an



unique image for tourism promotion in Phitsanulok province with their special identity
and attractiveness to visiting tourists. A slogan of Phitsanulok states "Both banks of the Nan
are full of Floating Houses". This motto may stands even if there is no longer houses in the future.

Secondly, people's opinion regarding how to participate on floating houses conservation
has brought up four points. First, for those old houses, it is difficult to maintain by using its
natural resources. So houses owners should receive a subsidy from the provincial govemnment in
order to maintain or even completely rebuild the houses by modem techniques and
equipments. Moreover, there should be zoning along the Nan River and registration for tesidency
to limit numbers. Second, regarding access to the houses, pathways should be improved and do
not block by other urban developments. Third, since most of them do mot get permanent
occupation, incomes from labor work is just enough to feed themselves and clothes. In the mean
time, there is limited natural resource for self sufficient. Regarding this aspect, the provincial
government should help them with planning and self-improvement to pursue betler careers,
Tourism would be an alternative among those new careers. Last, villagers have less idea and
knowledge how to conservethe environment and ecology along both sides of Nan
River. Therefore, it would be the responsibility of all stakeholders, including members of the
floating houses community, operators of the floating restaurants, government officials and
members of the general public in Phitsanulok to get involved in brainstorming, in order to plan to
deal with waste-water pollution produced by everyone, not just the floating houses community.

Importantly, such idea and plan to preserve Nan River should be protected by law.



