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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to find out, first, the evolution of the Sunday Walking Street
management. It also aimed to study the roles and activity arrangements of the participants and the
outcome of the event. The locations were Rachadamneun and Prapokklua Road where the Sunday
Walking Street was held weekly. The study was a quantitative type in which the data was
gathered through the survey, participating observation and interviews of the main informants both
within and outside the premises.

The results were that the Walking Street had evolved from the government project.
“Closing Street to Save Energy, Reduce Pollution and Promote Tourism”, launched in 2002 on
Tapae Road. It had moved to the two roads afore mentioned since 2004 to make room for the
underground public utility project along Tapae Road. The project was managed by Chiang Mai
Municipality. The priority was given to the variety of activities preserving the city’s own identity.
The program drew in up to 80,000 to 200,000 tourists and locals alike on each Sunday. So far it
has yielded a local income of about 40 million baht.

As for the roles and activity arrangements of the people participating in the project, it

was found that the Walking Street Committee were the key personnel. This comprised the



residents and entrepreneurs. The municipal officers were in charge of the activities. The positive
aspect was the local residents and entrepreneurs were given a chance to take part in the
management alongside the government sector. However, inadequate co-ordination between the
two parties had resulted in the ununified managerial direction. Moreover, the problems felt among
the participating traders, entertainers, tourists, and local residents as well as people living in the
vicinity were a lack of garbage bins, public toilets, parking lot and rest area. Moreover, there was
no clear and definite criteria for the committee selection. The others were the copying of
products, the selling of industrial products and alcoholic beverages, the limited space and the loud
noise from the loud speakers.

The project yielded positive effects in various ways. Economically, it created local
income and enhanced local product development. Socially, it opened up new tourism venues and
recreational spots, made use of open areas in town, and strengthened public relations. Culturally,
it helped conserve the culture and spread cultural knowledge. Environmentally, it created
pollution-free zones. However, a few undesirable results felt by the people living in the area were
a difficulty in exiting and entering their houses, the noise, the pollution in the area nearby and the
increase in energy consumption.

It is obviously seen that the Walking Street has continued to attract different groups of
people through its great varieties of activity, the sale of local products and recreation. This also

included the beautiful scenery and attractive spots along the roads.



