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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate the development of the Monk Chat
program, its format and conversational activities between the monks and the tourists held at Suan
Dok and Chedi Luang temples, Amphur Muang, Chiang Mai. The roles of monks in tourism were
also studied. This was a quantitative and qualitative study. The data was collected using
questionnaires, interviews and observation at both temples where the Monk Chat Clubs were
situated. The main informants were the monks and the tourists joining the program.

It was found that there were differences both in topics of conversation and management
between the designated temples. While Suan Dok temple focused on religious topics aiming to
educate foreigners, Chedi Luang temple offered a greater varieties of topics aiming at improving
the monks’ English speaking skill. In terms of management, the formers’ was systematic with
specified roles of members, division of job specification and governing regulations. The site, as
well as financial support, were provided by Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,

Chiang Mai campus. On the other hand, the latter had no clear specifications in any aspects



mentioned. That was why Suan Dok’s Monk Chat Club was better known among foreign
tourists. Furthermore, the Chedi Luang’s faced more managerial problems.

This study clearly demonstrates the roles of monks in tourism especially for the self
management category. The Monk Chat program has provided a new experience in learning about
Buddhism to foreign tourists. The program has also helped spread the faith and correct the
tourists” improper conducts. All in all, the program has enabled the monks to have an active role
in joining together tourism and Buddhism. The obvious result is Buddhism promoting type of

tourism.



