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Abstract

The purpose of the study of prisoners’ mental state of Nan province prison is to
investigate the differences between mental state of prisoners and their various sexes, ages, merital
statuses, verdicts and assigned works. It is also to explore the connection between mental state of
prisoners and education levels, between mental state of prisoners and left prison term, and
between mental state of prisoners and the frequency of family visit. Data collection was done by
using stratified randomized samplings and simple randomized samplings with the different types
of prisoners and with different prisoners’ cases. The participants were 183 prisoners, 151 of
which were male while 32 of which were female. Elicitation tool employed in this research was
health opinion survey (HOS), which was first applied to use in Thailand by Lieutenant Colonel
Baanjong Seubsamaan and has reliability of 0.86

The results show that:

1. As for the differences between mental state of prisoners and various factors as
mentioned above, it was found there was no significant difference between mental state of

prisoners and sex, marital status, verdict, and assigned work factors. However, there was



significant difference of mental state scores between young prisoners and old ones (p< 0.05). That
is, young prisoners had worse mental health state than old ones.

2. As for the link between mental state of prisoners and various factors as mentioned
above, it was found that mental state of prisoners was not significantly associated with

educational levels, left prison term and frequency of family visit.



