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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are to study the change in the Meaning and value of
Poy Sang Long in Thai Yai Society in the past and to analyze the changing of meaning and
value of the same in the present. The sample of 100 persons is selected from monks and novices
the people in Mea-ai District, Chiang Mai Province by using the simple random and sampling.
Data are collected by using questionnaires and analyzed them by using computer program.
Statistical tools employed for analysis of the data are percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
The results of study are as follow: Most of samples are men, age 46 years
up, status single, occupations are monks and novice and income per month is lower than
5,000 baht. Their attitudes towards the meaning and value of Poy Sang Long in the past like
this. The main objective is to produce personnel for inheriting religion. It is the way of life of
people in building up friendship among individuals, making society united together. The people
give high prestige towards this tradition very much. The objectives of becoming novices who has
passed Poy Sang Long is to pay back the contribution that parents have done to them before and

to have chance to study the Dhamma as well as to inherit Buddhism.



For the present, the meaning and value of Poy Sang Long has changed. People still
think that Poy Sang Long is their own identity. The relationship of people in society has changed
from basic relationship to that of structural which organized by government sectors which
emphasize on tourism promotion. The objective of becoming novices is not as the same, it has
changed to be just the complementation of the ritual.

The factors that is causative to the change of meaning and value of Poy Sang Long
are the internal factor, which is plurality of the participants — the insiders and the outsiders of the
society, and the external factor, which are the overflowing of capitalism from the west and the

relocation of population concerned.



