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ABSTRACT

The study “Image of Thai female Sex Workers in English Contemporary
Novels” attempts to examine stereotypical image of Thai women in sex industry or
any bias perception as presented in three English contemporary novels: 4 Killing
Smile by Christopher G. Moore (1991), Fast Eddie’s Lucky 7 A-Go-Go by David
Young (2004), and Private Dancer by Stephen Leather (2005). The data derived

from the three novels and interviews with sex workers in Chiang Mai night places.

Through the analysis, the major portrayal can be described in two aspects:
the image based on Said’s Orientalism and a negative image of Thailand’s

prostitution in relation to such perspective.

On the aspect of Orientalism, the study found that Thai female sex workers
as presented in the three novels represent an Orientalized image where the ladies’
prominent. appearance mcludes tan skin, long dark hair, small stature, beautiful

teeth, young looks and childish behaviors. These features are presented in a
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degrading way and women become sex object emphasized by the notion of Oriental

provincialism and stereotypical passiveness as compared to active Western women.

The novelists demonstrate Thai female sex workers in a negative way.
Mostly they accuse the women of adopting a consumerist values which stimulate
them to create deceitful plans to lay claims on the customers’ belongings. Yet, they
are illustrated with great wvulnerability, which is shown through psychological
conditions such as high depression, low self-esteem, a feeling of being disheartened
about getting away from the sex business, all lead to their repeating the occupation,
drugs use and self-mutilation. Another vulnerable state is the lack of formal
education which causes them to face problems in both Thai and English
communication and entitle them to some insulting remarks. Furthermore, they are
stigmatized for sexual transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS. Lastly, poverty, neo-
colonialism and Thailand’s patriarchy are discussed as playing a great influence on

such portrayal.



