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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study, “Trends and Obstacles in Furthering Education

Overseas in Postgraduate Level among students in Chiang Mai” are 1) to survey the
trends of Thai students furthering education over at postgraduate level; 2) to identify
the obstacles in furthering education at postgraduate level overseas in five major
English speaking countries; 3) to suggest strategies that education agencies can
implement to adjust to the changing frends; and 4) to suggest ways to minimize the
obstacles for Thai students considering study abroad. The methods used in this study
are the qualitative study by interviewing key people who are related to furthering
education overseas and the quantitative method by administrating 200 questionnaires
and analyzing frequencies and proportions, identifying means and using chi®

statistical analysis tools to reflect trends and obstacles of the population.

It is found in the study that the reason why Thai students want to further their
study overseas after graduating from a university in Thailand is they want to be
accepted in the society; they want to get a good job in a good company after their

graduation. In terms of the trends of Thai students furthering education overseas, it is
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shown that The United Kingdom is the first rank of the destination couniry where
Thai students want to go the most because of the short length period of study time:
one year Master’s Degree. The United States of America, Australia, New Zealand and
Canada were ranked respectively. Concerning the program in postgraduate level that
Thai students prefer to study the most, the researcher found that Business
Administration program is the most popular course among them as Thai economy is
now growing. However, Thai students still have to face a few obstacles when they are
deciding to further education overseas. From this study, it is found that financial
problem is the biggest issue that they have to face to. Another obstacle that Thai
student found that it is also difficult for them is English language which could not
meet the requirement of the overseas universities.

From the research result, it is suggested that Thai students who want to further
their study overseas in postgraduate level should prepare themselves early. They can
find some partial scholarships if they have a financial problem. They should take
English courses before graduating the Bachelor’s Degree so they will have some time
to prepare their English skills. Finally, they should search information regarding the
country and the program they are interested in as much as they can so that it will be

appropriate and useful for their future career.



