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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to study how economic development affects life
values among Thai monks in Snakes (1996), a novel by Wimon Sainimnuan, from life
dedicating to learning Dharma and practicing meditation with a purpose of eradication
of worldly attachment, and to work for the entire society, to life that attaches to

money, objects, images, and fame.

Since the first Thailand’s economic development plan in 1961, life style of
Thai people has changed into western life styles. Social competition increases. People
regard money and wealth as the most important goals in life. With no except the life
of some Thai monks, has changed from simple way of living, with an attitude that
money and objects are not permanent, to life that filled with material desires and

controlled by forces of materialism and consumerism.

From the study, Thai monks portrayed in Snakes seek money to renovate huge
and grand temple for the image of the temple which causes them to fail in their

religious duties and secular duties. In stead of teaching the core of Dharma to the lay
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people, Abbot Nian makes up stories, tells lies, and makes claims about merits to
persuade the villagers to donate. The Abbot also violates the most severe rules of
monks which are killing and having sexual affair with Phra Janthorn. The Abbot, Old
Monk Tei, and Phra Janthorn engage in money and trading by organizing many
temple fairs and selling amulets. The Abbot also intends to become a tool for a local
politician for money benefit.

The outcome of this study will add to the better knowledge and understanding
of how life values among Thai monks have changed due to economic development as
well as to make Thai people realize that changes in life values among Thai monks are
a social problem that needs to be solved as Thai monks play a great role in preserving
Buddhism in Thailand.



