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ABSTRACT

This aim of this research was to examine abused women’s experiences of
domestic violence. The study used a questionnaire and interviews of 100 female
factory workers from Saraphi District, Chiang Mai province to gather data and
provide an opportunity for respondents to express their feelings and assess their own
life within the context of their unique situation as compared to that experienced by
others. The purposes of this study were looking into: 1) to find out if there were any
cases of domestic violence in the family of female workers in Saraphi District; 2) to
study forms and types of spousal violence; and 3) to investigate why abused women
often chose to stay in abusive relationships.

The study found that domestic violence was a daily occurrence in the lives of
many female factory workers in Saraphi District. The study discovered that domestic
violence would occur at any moment and that small disagreement could quickly turn
into dangerous situations. The study also found that alcohol was a major contributing

factor in the sense that drunkenness often led to domestic violence. Despite frequent



il

abuse, may women chose to stay with their abusive spouse with hope that the
situation will improve. The results of this study also indicated that there were very
few official channels for abused women to seek assistance As a result, family and
friends are the first place that most of abused women turn to for assistance in coping
with abuse after a problem occurs.

The study found that domestic violence was still viewed as a taboo subject
within families and many victims were embarrassed to publicly assert themselves.
This study therefore hopes to raise awareness of domestic violence as one of the
major problem in Thailand that directly affects women and requires immediate
attention of both private citizens and public officials to begin to address, and

eventually solve this problem.
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