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ABSTRACT

This independent study was conducted to investigate the tourism development and
management of Ban Sam Kha Community in order to evaluate its potential as a rural tourism spot
by using the qualitative research method. Thus, data were collected from relevant texts and
written documents, interviews with the community’s group leaders and villagers in the area, and
the government officials involved in tourism promotion. Moreover, participating observations of
tourism activities in the community were carried out as a part of data collection. Then, a SWOT
analysis is used as the basis of the evaluation.

It was found that the tourism involvement of the community started with the government
policy in generating incomes for the rural communities through tourism development. Thus,
tourism promotion was then initiated into the communities by the Community Development
Department, Ministry of Internal Affairs and then the Office of Community Development of Mae

Tha District was assigned to put the policy into practice in Ban Sam Kha Community.



Being a strong community model itself along with its dam construction for fire
prevention, Ban Sam Kha has drawn a lot of study tours. This has led to various preservative
tourist activities in the community. Then, other activities have also been initiated to cater to mass
interest.

The results of the study revealed a great potential of Ban Sam Kha Community as a rural
tourism spot. This is due to the community’s strength and its abundance of tourist attractions
suitable for rural tourism activities. However, what is lacking is tourism management expertise
and adequate staff. Only after the problems are overcome, and various tourism activities which
fit the community context are created, Ban Sam Kha community can become an attractive rural

tourism spot.



