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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study opinions of Chiang Mai University’s freshmen
and sophomores and its administrators towards the Central University Admissions
System (CUAS) and to study their opinions towards the implementation of CUAS
system with the northern quota examination. Samples were 816 Chiang Mai
University’s freshmen and sophomores and 5 Chiang Mai University’s administrators.
Tools used in the research were questionnaires regarding the Central University
Admissions System for students who had been admitted to the university through the
system, questionnaires regarding the northern quota examination for students who had
been admitted to the university through the quota examination, and formal interviews
with Chiang Mai University’s administrators. The gathered information was
statistically analyzed through means, percentage, frequency, and standard deviation.

Descriptive statistics were used to analyze data from the interviews.
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The results of the study were concluded as followed:

1. The students’ opinions toward the Central University Admissions
System and the northern quota examination: The respondents had the highest
agreeable level to the category of “Public relation related to CUAS was done
thoroughly and explicitly”, the second-highest agreeable level fell into the category of
“Students realized advantages of CUAS before being admitted to Chiang Mai
University”, followed by the category of “There are sufficient choices (4 choices) for
students to choose” with means of 3.73, 3.65, and 3.64, respectively. The category of
“Generally, the student is satisfied with CUAS” received medium agreeable level with
a mean of 3.25. It shows that the students had neutral feeling towards CUAS. The
respondents had a high agreeable level to the category of “Quota examination is a
suitable system for admitting students to Chiang Mai University” with a mean of 3.82.

This shows that the students are satisfied with the quota examination.

2. The CMU administrators’ opinions toward the Central University
Admissions System: The administrators believed that CUAS was a better system
than the national entrance examination.  First of all, CUAS focused on students’
competencies and abilities and not only based on their knowledge as the entrance
examination did. Secondly, with CUAS, students were encouraged to pay more
attention to their classes due to the requirement of students’ GPA and GPAX as
criteria for the admission test. However, CUAS did not lessen problems. Tutorial
problems seemed to get worsen as high school students are required to make high
GPA and GPAX scores. The intense competition among high school students for

high GPA and GPAX also created high pressure on them.



3. The possibility of the implementing CUAS system with the northern
guota examinations: The students who had been admitted to Chiang Mai University
through the northern quota examination had a medium agreeable level to the category
of “The implementation of CUAS system with the northern quota examination will be
a good method for selecting students to Chiang Mai University” because they viewed
that the northern quota examination is a good admission system. It shows that they
have medium satisfaction with the idea of implementing CUAS system with the
northern quota examination. This is the same as the CMU administrators’ opinions as

they want a careful study and research to support the idea before the implementation.



