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ABSTRACT

The objective of the independent study is to study form and establishment of
religious successors of the sangha administration in Phrao District, Chiang Mai Province. The
study is divided into two parts, part one, documentary research, was being studied from Buddhist
canon, documentaries and related research works. Part two, filed work, data were collected by
interview with the abbots in 11 Tambon from which each Tambon 3 abbots were randomly
selected. Total nembers of them are 33.

Study result was revealed that the vocabulary used for religious successor in
Tipitaka is Dhammadayada which means the successors of the Dhamma or teachings. In broader
sense, it renders to four kinds of people in Buddhist community, they are; monks, women-monks,
laymen and laywomen. Among them, monks and women-monks are burdened to study, practice
and propagate the Buddha’s teaching. Laymen and laywomen are burdened to give them
supports.

The form and establishment of religious successors of the Sangha administration in
Phrao District, is peculiar. There are strong co-operations in establishment of the religious

successors at the root among various sectors such as Sangha administrators and all Buddhist



communities in the areas. They provide four requisites to the monks and novices who come to
be religious personals by the channel of various projects run by Sangha and communities in the
areas, such as summer ordination project, ordination in honor of the King and Queen project and
Dhamma camp project, by which the youths can enter the monkhood or novicehood and have
chance to study both worldling and religious. They try to gether the fund for promote the projects
from various sources (1) From donation of Sangha administrative personals in various levels of
the areas (2) by gathering fund from religious activities such as preaching ritual, donation box
etc. and (3) by seeking co-operation with government sectors and private sectors in the area. By
committing themselves in these form and establishment consistently, the numbers of religious

secessors in Sangha administrative of Phrao district, are stable.





