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ABSTRACT

The objective of independent study entitle “Roles of Monks in Developing Temples as
a Center of Community” is to study the roles of monks in developing temples as a center of
community. The selected study areas are 7 temples in the ecclesiastical administrative Tambon
Watket, Amphur Muang, Chiang Mai. They are Wat Kukham, Wat Ketkaram, Wat Chetuphon,
Wat Thasatoi, Wat Muangkai, Wat Srikhong, and Wat Sanpakhoi. The roles of monks in
developing are to be studied in 6 aspects; they are governance, religious studies, public aiding
studies, Dhamma propagation, religious construction and public aiding. Research methodology is
qualitative one which is to be used on documentaries as well as field-works.

The studies results are as followings. The monks of all 7 temples have been developed
their temples in accordance with designed plans in all 6 aspects. In the aspect of governance, all
of them have their own rules and regulations corresponding to the Buddhist disciplines and
ecclesiastical orders, by which monks and novices can observe and can be shared by Lay-people
in the form of temple committee. In the aspect of religious studies, they sponsor monks and

novices in the various systems of ecclesiastical and alternative studies. Some peculiarity among



them, however, is as following. Wat Chetuphon has provide ecclesiastical studies, Dhamma and
Pali studies as well as general studies for monks and novices, In the aspect of public aiding
studies, sponsoring them with scholarship, lunchen, instrument teaching media and sending
monks to teach morality in various schools. Wat Kukham, Wat Ketkaram, and Wat Thasatoi has
initiated temple schools to educate youth of the community. Wat Chetuphon also provides local
wisdom school of traditional medicine for public. In the aspect of Dhamma propagation, all of
them provide Dhamma preaching and Dhamma lectures to the people from time to time in the
various places and occasions. They also celebrate in very auspicious days as well as in the
important local festivals in which many folks come to participated. Wat Sanpakhai has provide
Dhamma lecture every Sunday in the period of Buddhist Lent. In the aspect of religious
construction, they make construction as well as restoration of religious objects and buildings
developing temple’s landscape to be move pleasurable for the people. Wat Ketkaram has been
initiate temple museum by which various kinds of antiques have been collected to be a study
center of the public. Wat Thasatoi, Wat Muangkai, and Wat Sanpakhoi has promote the local arts
and culture by succeeding local show and music. In the aspect of public aiding, they assist and
help the people of the community as well as government sectors and private sectors in various
forms. They form the foundation to promote youth and to support the education institutions. They
also provide funds and necessary things for the people in need, living far away and local people
and who faced with disaster.

To develop the temples with these 6 aspect to be made by those monks has aimed at
providing good and happiness to the people. People who realize the role of monks and temples,
having faith on them, will help them in a reciprocal way. And their numbers increase more and

more. This is the way to make temples to be center community for them.



