v

Independent Study Title  Influence of Buddhism in Modern Thai Society
Author Mr.Rinaldo Forti
Degree Master of Arts (Buddhist Studies)

Independent Study Advisory Committee
Lect. Dr. Phisitha Kotsupho Chairperson
Lect. Dr. Christopher A. Fisher Member

Lect. Dr. Somwang Keawsufong Member

ABSTRACT

The objectives of this Independent Study, are to analyze the influences of
Theravada Buddhism in modern Thai society, along with its education and
contribution. Furthermore, one more important aspect in this study, is to find out the
main supportive factors of Buddhism that have influenced Thai society. Besides,
according to the methodology system of research, it has been made through books,
articles, and electronic media, and also by collecting data from others several kinds of
information and newspapers that was concerning with this topic. The results of the
study are as follows: for many centuries, Thailand,” the country where the teaching of
the Buddha,” was unknown with Theravada Buddhism, the oldest unbroken Buddhist
tradition from the time of the Buddha. According to tradition, Buddhism was
introduced into Thailand more than two thousand years ago, when this territory was
known as Suvarnabhumi. After that, through strong dedication and belief in the
Buddhist teachings, the Theravada Buddhism was finally introduced to Thailand.
Nakhon Pathom was then the capital or one of the most important cities of
Suvannabhumi and became an active centre for the propagation of the teachings of the
Buddha. As we know, the history of Buddhism would show the evolution of Buddhist
education with its influence, on the part of monks in Thailand, from Sri Lanka period

to the present time. Buddhist institution and Sangha, in modern Thai society provided



education for monks, novices and lay persons through Dhamma studies and Pali
language, whereas the nobles social class around the middle of nineteenth century
would still remain in traditional patterns, despite occasional instances of Western
modern system of education with its language and scientific instruction.

Nowadays, the most of Thai people still are Buddhist and this system of
beliefs, with its influences, played an important role in the Thai education, arts,
culture, learning, tradition, custom and character of the people. There is a monastery
in nearly every village, and others numerous forest monasteries where monks may go
for extended meditation. This fact itself demonstrates more than anything else how
influential Buddhism was in Thailand, even with its own strong changing in modern
Thai period.

The establishment of Buddhist organizations, the support of the
Government and the favors of the Kings were the main factors in the promotion and
influence of Buddhism over a wide Thai area, especially in modern Thai society. The
establishment of Buddhist monasteries, schools, @ Buddhist organizations, and
Buddhist training centers, as well as international relationships, were also another
strong factor and the main bases upon which the development of Theravada
Buddhism in Thailand was achieved. The contributions of Theravada Buddhist
countries to the Theravada revival campaign, and its reform in Thailand during the
time of king Mongkut and his son King Chulalongkorn, during the 18-19" century,
were really indispensable, especially for its influences and education, and this
phenomenon should not be forgotten. The number of Buddhists is increasing day-by-
day and the popularity of Buddhism has drawn attentions of the State into Buddhist
activities. From an alien religion, Theravada has become familiar to the society and
integrated into the country and has won the hearts of people. Finally, Theravada
Buddhism is flourishing and running in right way once again, in one of those
countries like Thailand, where the Buddhism has been the fundamental principle and
precept of the teaching of the Buddha, as well as the principle of reciprocal respect

and the principle of the equality of all living being.
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