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ABSTRACT  

 

The purpose of this study is to examine the reading behavior of monks and the factors 

that influence their reading behavior.  

In total, 147 monks studying for bachelor’s degrees at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya 

University, Lamphun Campus, were selected as the sample group for this study, during the 

second semester of the 2008 academic year. A questionnaire was used as the data collection 

method, and the statistical methods used included frequency distribution, percentages, means and 

standard deviation.  

The study found that the student monks rank newspapers and textbooks as their preferred 

information sources and that they read them everyday. The purposes of their reading are to 

prepare for exams, to follow the latest news and to gain knowledge.  

The problems they experience in relation to reading include insufficient English reading 

skills, too much homework and eye-health problems, respectively. The reading materials and 

contents most liked by the student monks, besides books, include documentary magazines 

especially travel magazines, daily newspapers and Dharma tales respectively. They prefer reading 

printed medias than electronic medias, and the library and temple are their favorite places in 

which to read. 

The study also found that factors that most influence the reading behavior of the student 

monks are the educational institution factor, the least factor that influence the reading behavior of 

the student monks are family factor. In additions all factors which are education institution,  

the library, friends, family, and other places such as bookstores were found at a moderate level in 

influencing reading behaviors of the student monks.  


