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ABSTRACT

This research aimed at (1) investigating the degree of knowledge and
awareness of stray dog population control among the residents in the area where Lan
Na Dog Rescue operates, and (2) determining the degree of effectiveness of its
mission in creating awareness and educating Chiang Mai residents about their
responsibility to their animals and environments as a solution to animal population

control.

The research data were obtained from questionnaire respondents comprising
of 88 male and 88 female, between 15-60 years of age, from 59 different communities
in Chiang Mai. The data were statistically analyzed in terms of frequency and

percentage.

The results showed that less than half of the respondents were aware of the
existence of Lan Na Dog Rescue Center. However, among those who have
knowledge about the Center, a great number participated in the Center-initiated
activities and reported that they were willing to help the Center reduce the number of

strays, especially when they do not have to carry the financial burden.
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Moreover, the results indicated that the operation of Lan Na Dog Rescue
Center, Chiang Mai, has been effective to a certain extent. Despite the findings that
less than half of the Chiang Mai respondents in the areas where Lan Na Dog Rescue
Center operates were aware of the Center and its activities, it was found that the
Center has reached out to different sectors of the Chiang Mai population, ranging
from temples where dogs and unwanted pets are abandoned to schools where
education on pet owing responsibilities and humane treatment and management of
strays can best be instilled. In addition, the Center has been successful in recruiting
more volunteers in implementing its sterilization program. The Center has also been
receiving financial assistance from the authorities, indicating positive cooperation at

the local government level.

Regarding satisfaction of the operation of Lan Na Dog Rescue activities, none
of the respondents expressed dissatisfaction with the Center programs and almost half
of the respondents were completely satisfied with the Center sterilization and post-
care program. They were pleased with the convenient and reliable arrangements. The
two major areas that needed improvements were more frequent sterilization service
and more educational instructions for pet health care. The respondents also thought
that the Center activities were beneficial in terms of the stray welfare, owners’
awareness of their responsibilities towards pets and the community environment,

respectively.

In conclusion, active participation in the various programs initiated by the
Center of the different groups of Chiang Mai residents indicates that the operation of
Lan Na Dog Rescue Center is successful to a certain degree. Provided that the Center
receives proper funding and develops creative promotional strategies for more
community involvement, Lan Na Dog Rescue Center can be effectively working

towards its goal in getting the community to help reducing the stray dog population.



