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ABSTRACT

Community participation is very important in nutrition surveillance of Childcare
Centers. This descriptive study aimed to examine the community participation in nutrition
surveillance of a Childcare Center in Padad Subdistrict, Mae Suai district, Chiang Rai province.
The population composed of 78 participants involved in nutrition surveillance of a Childcare
Center. They consisted of public health personnel, personnel from local government
organization, child development committees, child attendants and parent of malnourished
children. Data were collected by using a questionnaire and focus group discussion. Descriptive
statistics were used for data analysis.

The results revealed that overall community participation in nutrition surveillance of a
childcare center was at a low level (u =2.47, 6=0.40). When considering each aspect it was
found that the participation for finding problems was at a low level (n = 2.44, 6=0.51), planning
was at a low level (n = 2.36, 6=0.50), operating was at a moderate level (u = 2.58, 6=0.47) and
evaluating was at a low level (u =2.29, G=0.39).

When considering each group, the participation of child attendants was at a high level

(1 =3.91, 6=0.58), public health personnel was at a moderate level (u = 2.91, 6=1.12), parent of



malnourished children was at a low level (u = 2.37, 6=0.34), personnel from local government
organization was at a low level (u = 2.09, 6=0.29) and child development committees was at a
low level (u = 2.03, 6=0.33).

The results of this study indicated that the participation of parent of malnourished
children, personnel from local government organization and child development committees
should be more motivated to participate in child nutritional development and promoted well-

being among children in a childcare center.



