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ABSTRACT

A study conducted by WHO (2007) showed that the prevalence of depression is
significantly correlated with other chronic diseases. Therefore, to receive a holistic care, the
chronically ill patients, should be screened for depression. This situational analysis aimed to study the
nursing practice for depression screening in chronically ill patients, in-patient department, Santisuk
hospital, Nan province using Donabedian’s (2003) conceptual framework. The populations consisted
of 18 professional nurses and 2 physicians. The study instruments used were a personal interview and
a group interview guides, record form for document analysis and observation form for observing
nursing practice in depression screening. The study instruments were verified for content validity and
comprehensiveness by a panel of experts. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics including
frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation.

The results revealed that regarding structure, the hospital adopted the policy and
operational plan for depression screening at the in-patient department from Nan provincial health
office, but written order for implementation and a budget allocation plan were not found.
Although they had practice guideline and the screening form for depression screening, the

screening form was not available for being used in the in-patient department. No responsible



persons were identified. Nurses lacked knowledge about depression and skills for screening;
however, they were sent for training about depression and screening skills. Regarding process,
most nurses did screening by observing patient’s signs and symptoms rather than using the
depression screening form. Regarding outcome, only one of four observed nurses was found to
report the results of screening practice to a physician.

The results of this study could be used as preliminary data to present to the
administrative group at Santisuk hospital, Nan province, for improving structure, process and
outcome for nursing practices for depression screening in chronically ill patients at the in-patient

department.



