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ABSTRACT

Despite the comprehensive care given to schizophrenic patients, suicide attempt
among these patients are still a significant problem in Sungmen district, Phrae province. This
situational analysis aimed to analyze the caring of persons with schizophrenia who attempted
suicide at Sungmen hospital, Phrae province. Sample was selected using purposive sampling and
consisted of 4 groups: 1) eight persons with schizophrenia who attempted suicide, 2) eight primary
caregivers, 3) eight public health community leaders, and 4) ten public health personnel. The
instruments used for collecting data were demographic data recording form and semi-structured
interview and focus groups discussion guidelines. Data were collected in January, 2010 and were
analyzed by descriptive statistics and content analysis.

Results of the study are as follows:

1. Persons with schizophrenia who attempted suicide and primary caregivers lacked
knowledge about schizophrenia and its treatment and care. Moreover, the schizophrenic patients had
incorrect self-care and had poor communication and social relationships, while primary caregivers lacked
skills in caring for schizophrenic patients at home.

2. Community leaders had knowledge about the disease and patient care and provided

the opportunity for patients to participate community activities.



3. Public health personnel had a system and guidelines for the care of general patients
who attempted suicide but there were no specific systems or guidelines for schizophrenic patients and
the guidelines had not yet been put fully into practice. Moreover, there was not enough psychiatric staffs
and most of the personnel were not aware of the psychiatric problems and lacked self confidence at
work.

Results of this study can be used as preliminary data for improvement of caring for
schizophrenic patients who attempted suicide at Sungmen hospital, Phrae province in order to improve

quality of service.



