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ABSTRACT

Laws on forestry have been enforced since the Reign
of King Rama V, such as Forest Conservatlion Law B.E. 26456
which Wwas replaced by Fotrestry Law B.E. 2484 and still in
use until present. The National Forest lLaw B.E. 2507 was
enacted to conserve the prime forest areas and to stop the
prevalling massive deforestation. But it was found in 1992
that the reserved forest areas have diminished to only 26,64

of the total territorial area of Thailand.

This study uses documentary research to gather data
and information related to the flaws or shortcomings of the
two above mentioned Laws and to propose remedial

recommendations to the present situations.

The study finds that the national policy which is
the main practice gulidelines must have clear goals and must

not be changed easily.



The study idndicates that the Forestry and the
National Forest Laws use only “negative means” im
controlling, preventihg, suppressing and punishing the
violators. But the results have been on the contrary to the
expectations, massive deforestation was widely spreaded.
Therefore, positive measures should be used in stead. The
positive measures would zim at inducing the local people to
participate in conserving the forests. Thus, forest

management would be by and for the people.

The most widely used model in forest conservation
is "Community Forest". Because community forest is & type
of cooperation of local people in conserving the forests for
their own sakes which would turn out to be theiPA selT

benefits.

All  laws on forestry should be gathered into a
Forestry Code. Before the enactment of suph' Code, public
Hearing shouwld be conducted in order to write the Code of
L.aws accordimg to the people’s wishes. His Majesty the King
has said "laws are meant to keep the nation’s laws and

orders, hot to suppress the people”.



