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Abstract

The study entitled “Attitudes of Police Investigators towards Using Polygraph
as an Assisting Means for Criminal Investigation” is designed to accomplish four
objectives: . |

1. to identify the scope of knowledge of police investigators in polygraph;

2. to identify the scope of understan-ding of police investigators in polygraph;

3. to identify the attitudes of police Fnvestigators towards using polygraph as
an assisting means for criminal investigation;

and 4. To identify the attitudes of police investigators if they have right
knowledge and understanding in polygraph, would they apply the knowledge and
understanding as such in their practical crimiral investigation, and why.

The research methodology was done basically through documentary analyses
of theoretical concepts in view of distinguis hing feature of polygraph and practical
criteria. Then followed by the analyses of data on attitudes towards polygraph,
collected from police investigators in 8 prowvinces within the upper northern region

area through the use of questionnaire with the sample size of 702.



The study reveals that

1. Most of the police investigators hawve little knowledge and understanding
in polygraph. The most interesting point is the misunderstanding that the results from
polygraph would be related to the application to court inadmissibility as evidence.
This concept leads o the fact of not using this scientific technique in their practical
work.

2. The police investigators who have right knowledge and understanding in
polygraph tend to believe that it would help in their investigative task. Consequently,
they would prefer to use polygraph wilfully, should it be available in Thailand. it
should be noted that many of them do not know that this scientific technology has
been using in our police corps at present time. ,

3. The police investigators who have right knowledge and understanding in
polygraph tend to use it more than the ones who have less knowledge and
understanding.

4. The younger police investigators tend to use polygraph results more than
the older police investigators. '

5. Most of the police investigators, regardiess of age, knowledge and
understanding, are interested in the study concerning polygraph in order to

understand it well enough to apply its results in their practical criminal investigation.

Due to these findings, it would be no doubt to conclude that it is time now to
promote the knowledge and understanding in polygraph extensively through the
cooperation between the Department of Criminal Detection Division, Bureau of
Sctentific Police and the Faculty of Social Sciences, Chiang Mai University in order to

reach the prime goal of using the polygraph effectively at its most efficiency.



