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ABSTRACT

This independent study aims at checking the level of understanding and knowledge of Thai
army personnel from the 3 branches of Royal Thai Army (RTA) toward the International
Humanitarian Law (IHL). The study employed the quantitative approach research method. The
quantitative data were collected by using questionnaires, which were randomly distributed to the
target population: army officers, warrant officers, soldiers and military educators throughout the
country. There were 429 questionnaires returned as samplings.

The findings of the study are that the sampling population have rather limited understanding
and knowledge of the IHL and that it could be implied as “low”. Accordingly, they wish the RTA or
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to organize dissemination sessions on the IHL for
them. The hypothesis analyzing showed that the factor of rank in the army has the statistical
significant relations with the difference of level of understanding and knowledge of the IHL.
Nonetheless, the other factors: age, branch in the army and level of education have no relations with
the understanding and knowledge of the IHL. It is also found in the study that besides English and
military technical skills the sampling population realize the importance of the IHL, which will help
fulfil their respective missions abroad especially with United Nations peace keeping troops.

However, obstacles against the IHL learning process were also found accordingly: There are
no sufficient IHL classes provided in military schools and institutes which definitely impedes the
understanding and knowledge of IHL concerning humanitarian issues prevailing in time of

conflict. Moreover, there is insufficient effort to disseminate the IHL for the public at large through



different channels of media. Yet, cooperation between the RTA and ICRC, as a guardian of IHL,
is rather restricted.

The study’s recommendations are:

1) First of all, the ones who are involved with the military strategy planning in the RTA
should try to overcome the issue that the IHL is an obstacle to its operation. In the mean time,
humanitarian aspects should be included into the military planning. The reason is that in today’s
world, humanitarian concerns are well observed by the international community. It is therefore
essential for the RTA to find tune to integrate both concerned aspects together.

2) Inclusion of IHL lessons in the military curricula used in the respective military schools
and institutes. It is a must for every one in the armies including private soldiers to get to know their
roles and rules of engagement indicating in the code of conduct of the IHL. This will tell whether
certain army is professional and well disciplined.

3) Human resources development: The personnel who are in charge of military education
programs especially its instructors should improve their IHL knowledge and skills in order that they
can transmit the messages and information to the other fellows. To be able to accomplish this, a
permanent committee, which can be staffed with invited specialists from the RTA and ICRC may be
formed. The committee will be responsible for the dissemination projects such as “Train the
Trainers” for each branch of the RTA.

4) Dissemination sessions for the respective branches of armies in general: This should be
considered as a priority. It should serve the findings of the study that says 79.3% of the sampling lack
of knowledge of IHL, i.e., respect of the emblems and how to behave when IHL applies.
Furthermore, 88.8% of them want the RTA or ICRC to conduct the IHL sessions for them. Another
critical reason is that the soldiers and personnel have rights to know what negative impacts are if they
happen to break the law.

5)  Cooperation between branches of RTA and ICRC should be encouraged and
strengthened. In terms of resources and references, the RTA should be able to enjoy the benefits from
the ICRC regional delegation locating in Bangkok.

6) Dissemination for the general public at large: The RTA should provide more information

of aspects in IHL and their activities through the media: TV, radio, newspapers, etc.
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