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ABSTRACT

This research entitled “Relationship between Capitalist Groups and Thai Politician from
B.E. 2544 to 2551 is a qualitative research which has 2 purposes as follows: 1) to study the roles
and relationship between the capitalist groups and Thai politicians during B.E. 2544 -2551 and 2)
also study the effects towards the economics, society and politics during B.E. 2544 — 2551 caused
by the involvement of capitalist groups into politics. The data collected for this present study
involve the documentation and also oral interview with three subject groups; that is, politicians,

businessmen and also the members of election commission of Thailand.

The result of the research shows that the roles and relationship between capitalist groups
and politicians during B.E. 2544 — 2551 become very outstanding, especially during the period of
Thai Ruk Thai Governments. It finds that the capitalist more directly involve to the politic
positions and acquire such power. Democracy in Thai society becomes only the cost in politics of
national capitalists with local capitalists which gains power in their own communities. This
causes the increase in the number of members of the representative which supported by capitalist
groups . There is also the strong co-operation between the capitalists and the politicians to gain
the power of governments and also to payback their costs. Finally, when the power of politics

becomes overwhelming with power of business, it is fully transformed to “money politics”

The effects of the involvements of capitalist in politics are both positive and negative.
The positive effects are the fact that knowledge and ability of business groups can be highly

beneficial to our country and also to citizens; for example, governments can take a grant from the



business group in order to improve the agricultural products. This will lead to job employments,

income as well as well-being and finally the stability of Government themselves.

However, the result of the study also reveals that negative effects of involvement of
capitalists bring the severe damage to several parts of the country; politics, economics and society
as well. When the politics is interfered by the groups of capitalists, problems always follows
unavoidably, especially conflict of interest and corrupted policy and unequal income distribution
since it is found that most policy is conducted to serve the business of their own rather than most
people in the country. As a result, the poor have to undergo the poverty but the rich mostly
become richer and richer; and this causes the imbalance between the rural and urban areas. In
addition, the way in which politics becomes the competition of financial investment can lead to
the change in political culture within the community through the context of decentralization. Thus
the main factor of victory is only money. This cannot lead the path of democracy in Thailand in a

correct direction. And finally it may lead to the instability in Thai politics.

In conclusion, the researcher recommends that 1) create knowledge and realization the
roles of politicians in Thai citizens through the process of socialization 2) the enforcement of
community 3) renovate the constituents in order to empower the non-government organizations to
examine, and relieve politicians, government officer both nationwide and within community. That

is, the empowerment of non-government organization is necessary for.



