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Abstract

The palatability of plants of different successional
status from verious sites on Doi-Suthep was tested during
September to December 1980, Five African Giant Snails

(Achatina fulica)were given a choice between disce cut from

leaves. of test species and the control species (Eugétorium'
odoratum). The relative palatability of the test species was
calculated from the relative aﬁounts of it and the control eaten
eaten by the Snail. A palatability index was calculated in

the following manner:
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 Palatability index = %28-8L. total _area of test material eaten _

log of total area of control material eaten

51 aspecies of plants were tested. These can be

divided into four groups




1. early successional herbs
2. late successional herbs
3. early successional trees
4, late successional trees

The results of the feeding trials show that early

successional plant species are more palatable than late

successional plant species and herbs more palatable than trees.

This agrees with predictions from ecological theory (Odum,

N

1969) and the results from a similar experiment in temperate

North America (Caﬁes % Orians 1975).




