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Abstract

Five species of medicinal plants in the

Pamily Zingiberaceae i.c. galingale {(Gastrochilus pandulatus

Ridl,), turﬁeric (Curcuma longa Linn.), greater galangal

(Alpinia galanga SN.), zinger (Zingiber officinalis Rosce)

and phlai (Zingiber casgswnunar Roxb.), were dried and ground

into powder.and then drenched in diethyl ether, petfoléum
'ether and distilled water for 48 hours. They were Tiltered
and the Filbrates were storilized by using bacterial Tilter,
The éntibacterial property of the products were tested against

four species of bacteria namely Bacillus subtilis, Escherichia

coli, Pseudomonas aemuzginosa and Staphylococcus aurcus using

SR

agar disc diffusion meitbed, It was found that the diethyl
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ether extract of galan@al was able to inhibit the growth of

all the bacteria tested. Bacillug subtilisg was the most

. sensitive to galangal exiract. The less sensitive species

were Escheriéhia coli, Staphylococcus aureus and Esgudomonas'
aeruginosa resﬁectivcly. The extract from galangal when
petroleum ether and distilled water were ubed as solvent did
not appear to have inhibitory efiect on the gquth of the
bacteria tested so dld all extracts'frnm.galingale,_ﬁurmeric

ginger and phlai,




