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_Abstract

Streptococel were isolated from the oral cavity and
dental plaque using Mitis-Salivarius Agar and Blood Agar.
They, together with the Streptococcal isolates obtagned from
the Department of Microbiology, Faculty of Medicine, Chi#ng
Maf, Univeréity were identified., Three isolates were found

to be Streptococcus mutans, another three isolates were

VStreptococcua sanguig and five were Streptococcus mitis, all

of these were carfogenic bacteria, These i{solates were
tested for the growth on the media containing Crude and Puri.-
fied (Stevioside) extracts of Stevia by drop plate method,
The growth was recorded as percentage of total viable count.

It appeared that stevia extract was not nutritive for the



bacteria tested and inhibited or not supporting the growth
of these carfogenic speciese Comparative growth on the
media containing Stevioside and sucrose of similar sweet-
ness revealed that Stevioside inhibiged the growth better

then high concentrate sucrose.



