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Abstract

The social behavior of two groups of green peafowl

(Pavo muticus) was studied in Chiang Mai Zoo from May 1985 to
February 1986, One group consiatéd of 7 chicks of unknown sex,
after hatching to 242 days, Another group consisted of 1 male

and 14 female adults, It was found that the chicks showed 2 types
of social behavior ; contra=- and friendly behavior. Contrabehavior
was aggressive behavior (threatening, pecking and stepping on)
which ﬁhe birds used to arrange the hierarchy among them. The
result tended to show linear peck order, Aggression and hierarchy
effected the individual distance which showed significant difference
when the age and the bodylweight of the birds increased, Aggression
and hierarchy also effected the living area of the birds in the
aviary. Fr;endly behaviors were greeting, flocking, excitation and
warning. Playing behavior and mood induction were also observed in

the chicks, The vocalization of the chicks composed of many levels



and could be interpreted in 3 different types ; flocking, alarm

and fear. Sex and age - differences (1-6 days) had no effect on

the social relationship among the chicks in the flocke It was

found that very few varieties of food created stress, In the

adult group, contra-, friendly= and breeding behavior which

they showed in different frequency in each season were observed.
Contrabehavior, chasing among individuals in the group which

the bird used to arrange the linear peck order hierarchy, occured
only in the females. This behavior alsoc effected the living area

in the aviary ie. the higher the hierarchic level the bird belonged,
the more occupied area it possessed, Friendly behavior among the
females were only flocking, excitation and warning. However, bree-
ding behavior was shown only between opposite sexes, The ﬁale
always intitiated the friendly behavior to the female. He preferred
to coqrf and copulate the female having all brownecolored lore and
long tail covert rather than that having brown and blue lore and
short tail covert. The vocalization of the female composed of many
levels and could be interpréfed in 5 difference type ; alert and
self=orientation, self-warning, long~distance warning, short-distance
warning and frightening. The male vocalization was used for terri-

torial indication during breeding season.



