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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this study was to measure the response of
the Spotted Munia to seed selection ( from cultivated areas or
natural source ), colour of food, feeding speed and rate of food
intake per day. Cafeteria experiments using three kinds of grain from
cultivated areas and natural sources, and colour of food were carried
out. The experiments lasted for one year at the Department of Biology,

Chiang Mai University. It was found that the kind of seeds from



cultivated areas ( rice, waxy rice, sorghum ) or natural sources

( Panicum maximum, Urochloa panicoides, Pennisetum pedicellatum ) and

colour of food (red-food, green-food, yellow-food, and blue-food) did
not significantly affect the food selection of the birds. Comparing

the seed from cultivated areas, rice and sorghum with Panicum maximum

( food from natural sources ), the Panicum maximum was selected first

more than sorghum, but not significantly differently from rice. This
indicates that the food source has no effect on the decisions of birds,
however first selection was involved with some kind of grain. Ripen
rice was consumed at a rate of 2.174 grams per day. The feeding
rate was 0.022 grams/min/bird. There were significant diferrences
in feeding speed, and food intake with some types of grain. The ripen
rice destruction rate in cultivated areas is low when compared with

the productivity of a rai.



