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Abstract

Ethnobotanical of Karen at Ban Mai Sawan and Ban Huay Pu Ling villages, Moo 5, Ban
Luang sub-district, Chom Thong district, Chiang Mai province was studied. The studied was done
during January 2007 to December 2008. The purpose of this study were to learning and comparing
the plant materials usages in the Karen culture which is still passing on the knowledge from their
ancestor to the new generation. The plant material collected in this study were classified into 10
groups according to their benefits. They were edible plants, medicinal plants, clothing and dying
plants, building and utensil plants, ritual plants, feeding and medicinal plants for livestock, fuel
plants, poisonous plants, and plants with miscellaneous uses. Results of this survey studies showed
that there were 370 species in 107 families and 250 genera of plant that the Karen people use in
their life. There were 176 species of edible plants, such as Oryza sativa L., Capsicum frutescens L.
and Isodon ternifolius (D.Don) Kudo. There were 206 species of medicinal plants, such as Ochna
integerrima Merr., Celastrus paniculata Willd. to cure jaundice and Betula alnoides Buch.- Ham.
was cure for tonic. Twenty five species of plants were used for clothing and dry such as Coix
lacryma-jobi L. and Morinda angustifolia Roxb. Seventy four species of plants were use building
and utensils materials such as Schima wallichii (DC.) Korth., Sterculia pexa Pierre and Phrynium
pubinerve Blume. There were 52 species of plant use in rituals and ceremonials, such as Acacia

concina (Willd) DC. and Curcuma longa L. Twenty eight species of plant were used as feed and



medicine for their livestock such as Costus speciosus (Koen.) Sm. There were 22 species of plants
were used for fuel, such as Pinus merkusii Jungh. & de Vriese, Pinus kesiya Royle ex Gordon.
There were 10 species of plants that can be used as poison such as Acacia megaladena Desv. var.
indochinensis 1.C. Nielsen, Derris elliptica (Roxb.) Benth. Finally, 21 species of plants used
miscellaneous benefit in their life such as Dipetrocarpus tuberculatus Roxb. and Thysanolaena
maxima Kuntze which used as food wrappers and Mosla dianthera (Buch.-Ham. ex Roxb.)
Maxim. which used as prevent for fungi in the storehouse The knowledge from this research will
be useful as database for further research on development of new application and conservation of

rare plant species, in order to sustainable use in the future.



