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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the distribution
pattern and characteristics of orchard farming in order to be a
guldeline for land use planning and development. The methods which
were used in finding the d.ist.r'ihution of orchards are field survey;
and topographic map and aerial-photo interpretation in order to make
a land use map. Then the Nearest Neighbour Analysis was used to
analyze the distribution pattern of orchards. A field survey was

carried out by interviewing farmers in Amphoe _!:z_e_l_plae__: to collect




informat.ion aﬁout the characteristics, condition, and socio -
économics of orchards.

The result of the study shows & pattern similar random
distribution which spreads in all directions. The characteristic
of orchards was found to be ﬁixed with forest; this called
agroforeétry. Each farmer grows many fruit trees in the same plot.
These are durian, lancet, mangosﬁeen, arnd rambutan. Average size of
plot is 3-S5 rais. Field-crop and some vetgetables are also found
in the orchard. This makes the orchard ecosystem having more
complexity. Such practice directly impacts on the forest, soil, and
water conservation. New agricultural technology, such as soil
preparation, mulching,.watering techniques, and the use of fertilizer
and pesticides, are not much used by farmers because they have less
educat.ion, low incomg and they are not interested in agricultural
innovation.

The suggestions from the study are agroforestry in Amphoe
;Lgpla? ishould be developed to be systematic to cause efficient
land use; and also traning should bo carried out in order to develop

and improve the orchard farming syst.em to more progressive.



