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Abstract

The study compares two groups of farmers in their perception
of the solution for the saline soil problems in the Northeastern
Region. It. compares the group of farmers who has implemented the
experimental techniques by the government with the one who has solved
the problems by traditional methods. This study has three main
objectives: |

1) To compare the perception and consciousness of two groups

of farmers in solving the problems of saline soil.

2) To study the factors influencing the farmers’ perception

and consciousness.

3) To compare the rice yield of both groups.

The study area is located in Amphoe Suwannaphum of Changwat
Roi Et. The study villages are those facing the problems of having
more than ten percent of salt covering the land. The stratified

multi-stage sampling technique has been used in selecting the sample



households proportioﬂal to the village’s size. About twenty percent of
the households or one hundred and seventy households were drawn. Data
were obtained by means of interviews with a structured questionnaire.
The analyses of data were done by using qualitative and quantitative
techniques.

The results from the analyses indicate that the consciousness
in solving the problems for the group who has implementéd the
government.’s recommendations is higher than the group who has used
traditional methods but the perception is not significantly different.

The most influential factors over the perception of both
groups are the government’s educational programs and the education
levels of the farmers. In addition, the group who has implemented the
government.’s experimental techniques has greater awareness of the

problems because of group-membership influences. As for the traditional

method group, the size of their own lands and their-incomes influence

them to have the consciousness in solving the problems.

The rice product per rai from the group who used the
experimental methods is higher than the other group because of having
received new methods from the government..

In conclusion, more education and training program from the
govefnment will contribute to all farmers in having an equal awareness
of the solution for dealing with the saline soil. However, the
implementat.ion of the specific techniques to increase land production
depends on three factors: the group membership of the farmers in their
societies, the amount of farmers’ land ownership, and their income
levels. Finally, in order to successfully solve the problems of

saline soil, the proper techniques need to be demonstrated to farmers.




