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Abstract

The main objective of this research is to study the behaviour .
and perception of people to forest conservation, inwhich some factors
are involved: such as the informative Inowledge and the
decision-making of environmental conservation of two communities,
namely Ban Phae in Amphoe San Kamphaeng Changwat Chiang Mai and Ban
Thungyac in Amphoe Muang, Changwat Lamphun.

The study on people behaviour and the understanding of forest
conservat.ion involve with the factors that affect their attitude, as
well as the relationship between types of people or community and théir
environment all of which result in decision-making on how to conserve
circumstances. The two sampled villages selected for the study are

rather similar in various aspects e.g. forest conservation, occupation



of people in the villages, the distance from each village to forest
areas and the leaders in the communities. Apart from these aspects,
some different characteristics are found as well. Among  the
differences are number of population, features of conserved areas, the
distance from province seat to sampled regions, and the population in
the villages. All of which were studied on the random basis.

Data collected from interviewing 188 people 6f different
groups such as official workers at- different levels and the peasants
in the study areas were analysed by means of descriptive statistics.

The current  research outcome reveals that the informative
knowledge, perception and the decision making on forest conservation
are mainly affected by the occupation of the villagers which is
depended largely on the forest or the forest products. Moreover, most
of the members of both communities depend on the forest as their major
source of food. The depending on forests causes them to feel
responsible to the conservation. However, the process of gaining
informative Imowledge and performing environmental behaviour has
developed step by atep. Due to their former experiences and their
good leaders accepted by most peasants, social organizations nowadays
play important roles in forest conservation, leading to practical
aims. Apart from the roles of community itself, the government
responsibility for special purposes on forest conservation tends to
increase substantially.

In brief, the resuilt of this research reveals that informafive '

percept.ion and environmental behaviocur on forest conservation in the



two sampled villages are the same. The factors involved with the
characteristics demanded on conserving forests are mainly the

development of informative perception, ideas, the systematic process
of gainings information and experience as well as some other factors
related to villagers® occupation that they depend on forests or

forest products in the regions.




