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ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the participatory behavior of local community in eco-
tourism management in the case of Huai Hi Village, Tambon Huai Poo Ling, Mueang District of
Mae Hong Son Province, based on the information provided by 200 villagers of which 73 and 127
are members and non-members respectively of the local Eco-tourism Group. Huai Hi Village
Tourism Group was formed in 1997 with members having a part in tourism management by
working as local guides taking visitors to understand the way of life of the Karen tribe and to see
rare birds and plant species in forest, and by providing home-stay services in 32 local households.
From 2000 — July 2003, this community earned a total 562,415 baht tourism income. Of the total
income, 80% represented members income from home-stay lodging (100 baht/day/person), home-
cooked meals (50 baht/day/person), guied fee (100 baht/person). The remaining 20% was
allocated as 15% for compensation for committee members of the group who spentl time and
effort on such tourism management, and 5% for common fund to be spent on village’s activities.

The majority of villagers who particitpated in this community eco-tourism
management affairs can be described as under 30 years old, with education not over secondary
schooling, average monthly income under 3,000 baht, average monthly expenditure under 1,000
baht. They most actively participated in nature tour management, and to a lesser extent in

forming community organization and then in financial budgeting.



Among the three main aspects of community participation in tourism
management, there appeared some difference between the members group and non-members
group. On environmental management, those who were members participated most actively in
the maintenance of community’s natural environment while those non-members participated most
actively in the prevention of man-made and natural destruction of natural environment. One
community organization, the members group placed primary importance on comlﬁunity relation
where as the non-members group gave priority to the participation in establishing community’s
rules and regulation. On budgeting and financial management, both members and non-members

of the Eco-tourism Group were equally active in selecting representative for financial

administration.

On the question concerning problems associated w;th Huai Hi Village tourism,
those who were members considered the first three main difficulties to be the lack of knowledge
and understanding about advertisement and publicity, environmental management, and tourism
management, respectively. Those who were non-members noted three main problems, in order,

as community conflict, government agency conflict, and the inadequate readiness to

accommodate visiting tourists.



