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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this independent study are:

1. To learn about problems concerning the arrests of criminal suspects of police and
governing officers which must be practiced in accordance with the Article 237 of the B.E. 2540 Thai
Constitution Act.

2. To learn about the arrests of criminal suspects according to sub section 78 of the
Criminal Code, B.E. 2477 in order to make a comparison with the arrests according to the B.E. 2540
Thai Constitution Act.

3. To find guidelines and make recommendations in order to make changes for the

benefits of the justice procedures.

Most of the study’s samples are male, 41 — 50 years old, with B.A. level of education,
being police officers with non commissioned ranks, with 20 years of work tenure and with assignment
in crime suppression. Most of the samples view that the most important problem is the lack of court

warrant of arrest which leads to failures in making effective arrests of the suspects.

As for the group of non commissioned police officers, they view that the practice
according to Criminal Code, B.E. 2477 is more satisfactory in terms of protection of rights and
freedom and in terms of humane treatment. On a contrary, the samples of commissioned police
officers, judges, state attorneys and lawyers view that practices under the new constitution make the

arrests more thoughtful while most of the governing officers are satisfied wit the law’s authorization



in making immediate arrests.

The study recommendations are that the process in issuing search and arrest warrants
should be given to high ranking police and governing officers as in the past, in order to make urgent,
immediate arrests in times of severe wrong doings and emergencies of which the requests for warrants
are untimely. In addition, the present constitution should be amended to allow the arrests of suspects

as used to be written in the Criminal Code, B.E. 2477.



